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VILLAGE NEWSLETTER

COMING SOON
GRAY’S MILL TO REOPEN
Matthew Brolley

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Montgomery, along with
private businesses, is on the
brink of conducting ambitious
construction projects in
downtown Montgomery, the
like of which hasn’t been seen

If you have driven through the downtown area you have likely seen a flurry of
activity at the old historic Gray’s Mill. Last November area businessmen and
longtime friends, Phil Cullen, Mike Baum and Brian Dolan purchased Gray’s Mill,
211 N. River St., and have begun to transform the century and a half old building
into the hottest new destination. Gray’s Mill Estate will offer event space for
weddings of 200 guests, a secret speakeasy and cocktail bar, and an authentic
German biergarten.
The goal is for visitors to be taken back in time - with plans to open summer 2021.
Cocktail menus will pay homage to the prohibition era and signature food items
like fresh baked bread will embrace the history of the grist mill. Get in on the fun
and follow the progress at graysmillestate.com

since 2008 when Village Hall was
built. The construction projects,
such as the building of a second
sugar dome at United Sugars,
the renovation of Gray’s Mill,
the potential investment and
construction of other properties
in the downtown area, repaving
of the streets in downtown and
the construction of the new
Public Works building are some
of the major projects that will
not only revitalize Montgomery
but will mark a new era for
the Village. You can follow the

MONTGOMERY UNIFIED
DEVELOPMENT
ORDINANCE (UDO)
For the past two years the Village has been working with the Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning (CMAP) to combine and update the Village’s Zoning and
Subdivision Control Ordinances. This new document is referred to as the Unified
Development Ordinance (UDO). The UDO will provide regulations for signs,
landscaping, fences, newly created subdivisions and much more. To review the
proposed new regulations visit MontgomeryIL.org.

progress at MontgomeryIL.org.
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RICH YOUNG
ANNOUNCED AS 2020
PLANNER OF THE YEAR
The Kane County Planners recognized Montgomery Director of
Community Development, Rich Young, as the 2020 Planner of the Year
for his extensive and distinguished service. Prior to leading the Village of
Montgomery’s Development Department, Rich served as Sugar Grove’s
Development Director for nearly six years and has been involved with
the development industry for numerous years. Among Rich’s noted
achievements are the creation and administration of the Montgomery
Development Fund and the corresponding Downtown Montgomery Mill
District Incentive Grant Program.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
BEARDS AND BADGES

The Montgomery Police Department participated in the Beards and
Badges program in 2020. Staff members were allowed to grow beards,
for a great cause, during the winter months for a small donation.
Donations collected were used to help two Montgomery families in
need during the holiday season. Great job spreading much needed
holiday cheer, Montgomery Police Department!

Montgomery Spring
Goodie Bag Drive-Thru
March 27th • 12-3p
Montgomery residents may drive by Village Hall,
200 N. River St., March 27 from 12-3p.
For goodie bag pick-up, head south on Gray’s Ave.
(behind Village Hall); Staff and volunteers will be
there to greet and direct you once you arrive.
750 free goodie bags are available while supplies last.
Public health precautions remain in effect. Staff and
volunteers will be observing guidelines from state and
local health authorities, including distancing and face
masks. Residents are asked to wear a face mask when
interacting with staff and volunteers.
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NEWS BRIEFS
• The Montgomery community is invited to send
positive Valentine messages and support
seniors during these safety distancing times
through letters, pictures and homemade cards.
Mail your cards by Feb. 10th to
Village Hall | Attn: Pen Pal Project
200 N. River St. | Montgomery, IL 60538.
Each envelope will be disinfected and mailed
to our senior community in need of a smile.
• Chicago’s Sweet Candy History, Feb. 13th
at 1p. The Village and the Oswego Public
Library District is presenting an online Zoom
program allowing everyone to learn about
all the candies made or invented in Chicago.
Registration required at oswego.lib.il.us.
Want to taste the candy? Starting Feb. 1st,
register on the library’s website to receive a
bag of candy. The sweet treats can be picked
up from the Montgomery or Oswego Campus.
While supplies last.
• Village offices will be closed on February
15th for Presidents’ Day. Trash pickup will not
be affected.
• Beautification Committee - the Committee
impacts the beauty of the community and
enhances cultural opportunities through
plantings, gardens, enhancement of natural
habitats and encouragement of the arts
through volunteer efforts. Meetings are held at
Village Hall on the second Wednesday of each
month at 6p and are open to the public.
• Plan Commission - the Plan Commission
helps to provide guidance, direction and
control of the growth and development or
redevelopment of the Village and contiguous
territory. Meetings are held at 7p on the first
Thursday of each month at Village Hall and are
open to the public.
• Learn about all the Village community
committees at MontgomeryIL.org. All
committee meetings are open to the public.
Review the Village website for Covid-19 safety
protocols before attending a meeting.

